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 18 South Main Street, Suite 2B

  Rochester, NH   03867                                                         
Working together to make Rochester a destination and a source of pride

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact: Michael Provost, director@rochestermainstreet.org, Off. 603-330-3208, Cell 603-781-7116

RE:                Rochester Main Street Celebrates at Annual Meeting

Rochester Main Street volunteers and community members gathered in the Ballroom at The Governor’s Inn on Tuesday, February 23 to celebrate their accomplishments in 2009, thank volunteers and recognize local businesses for their contributions to downtown. Current Board President Captain Paul Callaghan of the Rochester Police Department welcomed those present after a brief social hour featuring hors d’ouvres and entertainment by local business owner Bill Cormier and his friend Peter Marton. Matt Beaulieu, 2010 Treasurer, stood in for Gerry Gilbert and presented the 2009 Financial Report. Next the Executive Director, Michael Provost presented a slide show of events and activities in 2009 which culminated in a brief description of the Main Street Reinvestments for 2009 and thanked all of the volunteers for helping to make 2009 a great year. In his remarks, the director pointed out the commitment and dedication of the volunteers and especially recognized past Board Member Brian LaBranche with a plaque for his contribution as a volunteer of CORE and then as a three year member of the Board of Directors at Rochester Main Street. 

2009 Rochester Main Street President Tim Cremmen then took to the podium to recognize volunteers and businesses that contributed to the success of the activities and projects throughout the year in the downtown. Rochester Main Street recognizes an “outstanding” member of the Board of Directors and a volunteer each year. These individuals are those that go above and beyond their usual responsibilities to get the job done. Presented with a plaque for his contributions to the program and also as project coordinator of Factory Court was Mike Deegan, owner of Distinctive Forest Creations. Vickie Routhier, recently promoted employee at Profile Bank was presented with a bouquet of flowers and a plaque for her work on the Main Street Website and as a volunteer with the Outreach Committee.  

Rochester Businesses were not left out either as the Main Street Program recognized supporting partners, most improved building, and best business for maintenance in the past year. David Hall received a plaque as promoting partner for his work in bringing Main Street to the web and his support of businesses throughout Rochester in creating websites and communications tools to improve local commerce. A plaque for the most improved building was accepted by Mary Henderson on behalf of Federal Savings Bank who completed a complete renovation last year in both interior and exterior spaces at their Wakefield Street Office. Janet and Bill Keefe of Carney Medical were called up to accept the “Keeping Up Appearances” Award for their efforts in maintaining a neat and trim premises in their area downtown.  The highlight of the evening was the much anticipated announcement of the Main Street Business of the Year. This award is presented to a business which has taken advantage of the Main Street Services, participated in events and whose staff and ambiance provides a pleasant place to shop and visit in downtown Rochester. The 2009 Business of the year award was presented to Susan Jackson-Rafter of the Portable Pantry on Hanson Street. Following the awards, guests were treated to favors of chocolates courtesy of Profile Bank and door prizes were drawn for gift certificates to downtown retailers and restaurants.    

The Rochester Main Street Program is sponsored by the National Main Street Center at the National Trust for Historic Preservation in Washington, DC. Rochester is one of only 14 New Hampshire Communities that have National Main Street Programs, the others being Berlin, Concord, Dover, Enfield, Hillsborough, Goffstown, Jaffrey, Laconia, Lisbon, Meredith, Milford, Ossipee, Plymouth, Tilton and Wilton. For more information on the Main Street Program, or to volunteer, donate, or make suggestions to the Rochester Main Street Program, please contact our office by calling 603-330-3208 or at director@rochestermainstreet.org .       
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Rochester Main Street Award Recipients gather for a group photo following the presentations at the 2009 Annual Meeting at The Governor’s Inn. Left to Right: Current Main Street President Capt. Paul Callaghan of the Rochester Police Department, 2009 Board President Timothy Cremmen of MetroCast, Business Supporter of the Year David Hall, Volunteer of the Year Vickie Routhier of Profile Bank, Board Member of the Year Michael Deegan of Distinctive Forest Creations, Keeping Up Appearances Award Winners Janet and Bill Keefe of Carney Medical and Most Improved Building Award Winner Mary Henderson from Federal Savings Bank. Missing from the photo are retiring Board Member and City Councilor Brain LaBranche and Business of the Year Winner Susan Jackson-Rafter of the Portable Pantry who was busy hosting the Hanson Street Chili and Chowder Cook Off.   

